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LE TIN 

To the REVEREND 
Doctor Bradford, &c. 


Reverend Sir, 


HEN I faw your Sermon entituled, 
The Nature of Chriſtian Union, and the 
13 Method of reſtoring it, advertized in the 
. & publick Papers, I was extreamly pleaſed that a 
Perſon of your Learning and Judgment had 
preached upon a Subject of that Moment and 
Importance, in fo great an Audience. And I 
was the more pleaſed that what you delivered 
there met with a favourable Receprion, being 

well aſſured that neither your Underſtanding 
nor your Integrity would ſuffer you to betray 
for weaken the true Rights and Intereſts of the 
| Chriſtian Church, out of baſe and ſordid Views. 


8 


B It 


121 

It can't but ſeem very extraordinary to any 
one that underſtands the true Senſe of the 
8 that the Precepts and Exhortations 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles concerning Peace, 
Love, Union, and Charity, given to Chriſtians 
profeffing the ſame Faith, and continuing in 
the Unity and Communion of the Church, 
ſhould in Diſcourſe and Writings be generally 
extended to patronize the erroneous Opinions of 
thoſe Perſons who corrupt the Faith, who break 
thro” all the Ties and Obligations of Chriſtian 
Love and Charity, who forſake the Commu- 
nion of the Church, and multiply - Diviſions | 
without Number , and without Lad. It is 
certainly a groſs Abuſe of the holy Scriptures 
thus to pervert them to a Meaning and Inten- 
tion quite different from and contradictory to 
what they were deſigned, and to make thoſe 
Paſſages in the Sacred Writings, which were 
intended to preſerve the Peace and Unity of the 
Church, an Excuſe for the Sin of Separation. 
Many Inſtances might be given of this notori- 
ous Abuſe in modern Writings and Sermons, | 
but at preſent I ſhall only name one, which! 
find in a Sermon of the Reverend Dr. Hayley | 
lately preached before the King, and fince | 


printed. 
His Text is in Coloſſ. 3. 14. Aud above all 
theſe things put on Charity, which is the Bond of 
Perfecin Ic. If he had only been at the Pains 
to read the next Verſe following, he would 
have found, that the Precept was given to 
Chriſtians united in one Body, Society, Or | 

| Church, 


31 


y Church, and that the End of recommending 
e the Duties of Humility, Charity, and Forbear- 
1s } ance, was to preſerve them in Unity and ſacred 
e, Communion. But what Uſe doth this learned 
1s Doctor make of this Text? He laments the 
in Hatred and Animoſities of Chriſtians, but of- 
h, fers not one Argument, as his Subject natu- 
ly rally led him, to ſhew the Sin or Ungeaſona» 
of # bleneſs of leaving the Church, or to perſuade 
1k Men to be reconciled to it. But in Page 21 
:n he judiciouſly urgeth this weighty Plea. in the 
u- Behalf of all Diſſenters: It is heghly fit and rea- 
ns ſonalle that Charity ſhould be extended towards 
is 3 ſuch of our Brethren whoſe Opinions fer from 
es our own, becauſe it is poſſible they may be. in the 
n- 2 right, and we may be in the wrong, This I muft 
to 2 confeſs is very notable Reaſoning, and tends to 
ole the great Edification of his Chriſtian Reader. 
re The Diſſenters muſt acknowledge their eternal 
he Obligation to him who, tho? never ſo contra» 
on. 7 dictory to each other, out of his extenſive 
r1- Charity he ſuppoſeth it poſſible may be in the right, 
ns, and we may be in the wrong. I very much queſti- 
1T on whether any Pretences of this Gentleman 
to a better Underſtanding than his Neighbours, can 
$j«/tify ſuch Reaſoning. 

I am very well aſſured that you are a Perſon 
Zof too great Ingenuity and Senſe of Duty, to 
; of approve of ſuch Conduct and Behaviour, that a 
ins Chaplain to the Kyne, a Reſidentiary of a Cathedral 


Or | Ferm. p. 10, 
rch, B 2 5 hurch, 
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Church, and a Doctor in Divinity, ſhould urge 
Scripture contrary to its true Meaning and 
Intention, in Diſparagement of and Oppoſition 
to the Church, of which he is a Presbyter, and 
in Favour of Schiſmaticks, whom , according 
to the Rule of St. Paul, and the Practice of 
the Primitive Church, he ought to avoid, as 
thoſe who + walk diſorderly, who * cauſe Divi- 
ſions and Offences , contrary to the Practice and 
the Doctrine of the pureſt Ages of Chriſtian 
Antiquity. 

Clergymen who preach after this Manner, 
muſt be ſuppoſed without any Breach of Chari- 
ty, to be + addicted to ſome Party, whoſe Intereſt, 
whether riglit or nrong, muſt be promoted; or per- 
haps they want to be revenged of ſome Perſon or 
Perſons, who have been the Ottaſiom of their receiving 
ſome Diſappointment. Theſe or the like baſe and 
ſordid” Ends are but too often the trus Cauſe of 
ſuch Behaviour. | 

But before I leave this Reverend! Doctor to 
the Senſe, if he hath any, of his Duty and 
Obligations to the Church, I challenge him to 
Mew and make out that any one Text he hath 
quoted in his whole Sermon, relating to Unity, 
Forbearance, Love, or Charity, was intended 
by our Saviour or his Apoſtles, in Favour and 
Condeſcenſion to thoſe, who did. or ae 


break the Peace, and forſake the Tommunio 


of the Church. And if he cannot antwer thu | 


_— 1 


f 2 Theſſ. 3.6, * Rom. 16, 17. f Serm. p. 28. 
| Charge, 


nity, 
ded! 

and 
10uld! 


mio 


* this 


arge, 


CST -- 
Charge, let him acknowledge, that like his 


Friends the Diſſenters, he hath done nothing 
in that Sermon but abuſed the Phraſe of Scrip- 


ture, and groſly miſapplied thole Paſſages of it, 


to the Encouragement and ſupport of Diviſion 
and Separation, which were intended, as might 
eaſily be ſhewn, and will appear to any judicious 
Reader, for the Preſervation of Unity, and A- 
greement in External Communion; and with 
all his preſent Poſſeſſions and Titles, as well as 
future Hopes, let him ſeriouſly conſider thoſe 
Words of our Saviour, * Whoſoever ſhall break any 
the leaſt of theſe Commandments, and ſhall teach 
Men ſo to do, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

And I hope, that the laſt curious and excellent 


Treatiſe publiſhed by Doctor Sherlock, which to 


the Admiration and Conviction of all Readers, 
clears up the Senſe of ſome Paſſages in St. Peter's 
and St. Pauls Epiſtles, will prevail with all 
Divines and others, not to quote Scripture by 
the Ear, but by the Underſtanding; not to raiſe 
Doctrines upon Texts of the New Teſtament, 
without firſt enquiring into the true Meaning 
and Intention of them. 

I ask your Pardon for detaining you in the 
Conſideration of an Affair, which I believe you 
are no way intereſted or concerned in, and 
proceed to the Conſideration of your judicious 
and excellent Sermon. 


_—_— 


* Matth. f. 19. 
The 
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[6] 
The Words of 'our Saviour, which you have 
choſen for your Text, in the moſt emphatical 
1 


ve Manner inculcate the Neceſſity 
of Internal and External Union among all Chri- 
ſtians ; and ſhew not only the Duty of the Apo- 
ſtles and his immediate Followers to continue in 
Peace and Concord, but likewiſe that all Chri- 


ſtians axe under the ſame Law and Obligation 


to the End of the World. And you have very 


clearly and exa&ly explained what our Saviour 


meant by the Union which he prayed for a- 
mong his Diſciples, viz. an Union of Love and 


Charity; an Unity in the Profeſſion of one 


and the fame Faith; and an Unity in Exter- 
nal Communion aud Worſhip. I think nothing | 
more can be thought neceſſary to preſervg the 
Chriſtian Church in Unity, Peace, and Con- 


cord, and to fulfil the Prayer of our Bleſſed 


Saviour, that they which believe on him may be one, 
es his Father is in him, and he in his Father, that 
the World may believe that he hath ſent him. 
Having excellently well explained theſe Three 
Particulars, you proceed to conſider the preſent 
diſunited State of Chriſtendom, and particularly 


of Proteſtants, who, as you with great Rea- 


fon complain, * are parted into different and ſe- 
parate Communions, as if they were not all Mem- 
bers of one Catholick Church. 

I could have wiſhed that the Time and Occa- 
ſion had permitted you to have explained in 


, . 22ä— — * 
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* Serm. p. 20. 
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we profeſs in our Creed to ackn owleage. 
2 wiſh with all my Heart, that all Proteſtants 
did not only profeſs to acknowledge one Catholick 
Church, but did really and unfeignedly believe 


the 
On- 
led 
re, 


Pat | 


ih. 
your Sermon the Reaſon why Proteſtants are 
now fo divided into different Communions , 
which certainly is, that the greateſt Part of 
them have deſerted the ancient Form of Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline of the Church, which 
preſerved all the moſt numerous and diſtant 
Churches in one Body, Society, and perfect 
Agreement: They were united under the Di- 
rection of fuch Biſhops and Paſtors, who with 


perfect Unanimity obſerved the Canons, and 
* conformed to the Rules and Cuſtoms of the 


hole Church. 


And this Method preſerved 
a perfect Union in Worſhip, + As in Faith and 


Love, among the ſeveral particular Charches, which 


altogether made up that one Catholick Church, which 
And I 


themſelves. in that Profeſſion. 
But you can't but be very ſenſible, that many 


Proteſtants will neither acknowledge the Do- 
Ctrine, nor the Laws and Government of the 
Catholick Church of the firſt and pureſt Ages. 
The Presbyterians, eſpecially thoſe of theſe 
2 Kingdoms, abhor Epiſ:opacy as an Antichriſtian 
and abominable Uſurpation, and engage them- 


felves under the moſt facred 'Ties and Obligati- 
ons to extirpate and deſtroy it. The Indepen- 


7 dents, who are {till more numerous and formi- 


' . — — 


+ Serm. p. 18, 
dable, 


[8] 

dable, and whoſe Power daily increaſeth by the 
additional Strength of all looſe, irreligious, and 
profane Perſons ; by their Principles oppoſe the 
Doctrine of one Catholick Church, and all Na- 
tional and Dioceſan Communion. And there 
is ſtill another Party, and that ſupported by a 
powerful Intereſt, which deſtroys even Congre- 
gational Communion, and maintains, that all 
Chriſtians are independent upon any viſible 
Power on Earth in the Exerciſe of their Chriſti- 
anity, and are ſubject only to Chriſt. And the 
Socinians, who call themſelves Proteſtants, and 
as ſuch are admittted to Communion by the Ar- 
minians in Holland, are in their Principles Inde- 
pendents, and therefore cannot acknowledge 
any Obligation to Chriſtian Communion, or the 
Doctrine of one Catholick Church. 

This is the plain, and I think, the true Ac- 
count of the Diviſions among Proteſtant Chur- 
ches, and likewiſe of this Church; the Source 
and Original of all which is, that they have all 
departed from the Doctrine and Government of 
the Primitive Catholick Church, and refuſe to 
ſubmit to any Rule of Diſcipline, but what is 
the Product of their own Inventions, and agree- 
able to their ſecular Intereſts. 

Theſe being the Evils and the Diſeaſes which 


all Proteſtant Churches labour and languiſh un- 


der, and which by neceſſary Conſequence muſt 
ruin the Reformation it ſelf, by eternal Diviſi- 
ons and Sub-diviſions ; let us conſider the Reme- 
dy propoſed for the Cure of them. 10 
2 


8 1 
The Reverend and Learned Dr: Hayley faith, 


+ mutual Charity, and that alone, is com we 
enough to unite the differing Sentiments of Chriſtian 
Bree, Charity may unite Mens Affections, 
but I always thought that Reaſon and Judgment 
only could unite their Sentiments. He faith 
again, * that it is impdfible all their Thoughts 


ſhould exattly run in the ſame Channel. I am of 


the ſame Opinion, if they are not guided and 
directed by one and the ſame Rule, but are left 
Every one to follow their own Fancies and Ima- 
ginations. But I would ask this learned Di- 


vine, by what means the Primitive Chriſtians 


all the World over continued for ſome Ages in 
Unity and Communion of Faith and Worſhip 


under the Direction of the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of the Church ? And whatever 1s we 57 to 


be the true Cauſe of Unity in thoſe Times, 
maſt be thought ſufficient and effectual to re- 
ſtore Unity to the preſent divided State of the 


3 Church, _, 


But you, Sir, have declared your ſelf of a 


very different Opinion from this Gentleman, 


and confeſs, + that it is fit that every ſerious Chri- 
ftian ſhould thronghly lay to Heart the Evil of Di- 
diſion in the Church Ml Chriſt. You have acknow- 
ledged, that for Chriftians to contend with, and 
divide from one another, is no ſlight Offence again#t 
God and our Redeemer. And by all proper Ar- 
guments you have Endeavoured to evince the 


. 
— — 


— 


— 


* ibid. + Scrm; p. 20. 
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Z rh 10 1 
Neceſſity of Church Coma Gunten, 572 


in What few Caſes. only. Divi Gon epara- 
tion is 15 al ee le. & 
+ You doe the latter part Yoge "Pic. 
pl he Union of Chriltiafis et of 
cating the Union of Chriltians, pa 
— In the Proc 1 Seer Parti. 
2 you have proceeded. Kh, great on 
1 Gacuakt ion, os it 1 A 0 | 
— os Man A 1 A 155 


what you propoſe towal pin 1195 


good End had be *CN EX re inte 
and clearly. B05 L{h 19 fn to. bl out 
your Meaning, the bell re ou ſay; *that 


_ Chriſtian Church Fa Rte 6 K care t 
lan u greater Reſtraints upon, its M. a than (all 
thargs duly conſidered are neeeſſary to Chriſtian. 
Communion, i Here Iam at a 105 to know What 
vou mean by Reſtraints, and what to wnder- 
ſtand by that Expreſſion of all things duly conſi der- 
ed, If you mean, that the Conditions, and, 
Terms of Communion ſhouldibe as caff and as 
unlimited as is co nliſtent Wit the finda mental 
Truths of the Golp el, and the neceſſar "Edi 
cation of the Y +5 084 of tlie Church, 1 The jeve 
that no Proteſtang will diſpute this Printiple, 
If you mean any thing elſe 1 hope you will 
condeſcend to explain it. 

You, ſay, + that conſt dering the, pr dite of 
Mankind atiſingifrom Compl tion, Education, aua 


— 


+ Page 24 # Ibid. - + Ibid, 5 
Con- 


L110 
Converſe, ſomething more ſaems expedient robe done 
to wc Ly the Union of Chriſtians, i. e. as I un- 
derſtand it, ſomething more than bare Reaſon- 
ing, and endeavouring to convince Men of the 
Neeeffiry of holding Communion with the 
Church. It cannot be. denied but that the 
different Parties and Sects of Chriſtians muſt 
have infected great Numbers of Perſons With 
untea ſonable Prejudices and Opinions, and that 
the Differences of their Temper and Complecti- 
on incline ſome to follow and adhere to one 
dect, and ſome to another. But where is that 
Number of wiſe Men to be found, who can 
contrive a Form of 'religious Worſhip, that can 
be exactly accommodated to the different Pre- 


jan, jucdices of Men's ſeveral Education, Comple- 


ction, and Converſe, and remove all their falſe 
Notions concerning the Nature of Things law- 
ful, indifferent, or expedient? If the few Cere- 
monies the Church hath retained were changed 
or aboliſhed, how {hall any one be aſſured that 
ſuch an Alteration will make any Proſelytes? 


la & Have we not reaſon to fear on the other fide 


that ſuch a Change would give great Offence 
to the preſent Members of the Church, and 
that in the whole we ſhould rather be Loſers 
than Gainers by ſuch a Condeſcenſion? This 
is only bare Reaſoning, which I propoſe With 
as much Diffidence of the Truth of it, as you 


ſcem to.ſhew in any of your Propoſals. 


B 2 5 You 
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and, ſhewn 
J Separa- 


will that 


nit * this 
teff ibly 
out 


itand by that Expreſſion of all things duly conſider- 
ed, If you mean, that the Conditions and, 
Terms of Communion ſhouldibe as eaſy and as 
unlunited as is conſiſtent, with the fundamental 
Truths of the Golpel, and the neceſſar Fa 
cation of the Members of the Church, T'be eve 
that no Proteſtant will 4 8 this Principle, 
If you mean any thing elſe, 1 hope you will 
condeſcend to explain it. n 

You ſay, | ht conftdering the, Prejudices of 
Mundi aiifing from Complattion, Education, and 


* th. Mis. U -» 
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Converſe, ſomething more ſeems expedient to he done 
to rompleat the Union of Chriſtians, i. e. as I un- 
derſtand it, ſomething more than bare Reaſon- 
ing, and endeavouring to convince Men of the 
Neceſſity of holding Communion with the 
Church. It cannot be. denied but that the 
different Parties and Seats of Chriſtians mult 
have infected great Numbers of Perſons with 
unreaſonable Prejudices and Opinions, and that 
the Differences of their Temper and Complecti- 
on incline ſome to (follow and adhere to one 
Sec, and ſome to another. But where is that 
Number of wiſe Men to be found, who can 
contrive a Form of 'religious Worſhip, that can 
be exactly accommodated to the different Pre- 
judices of Men's ſeveral Education, Comple- 
Ction, and Converſe, and remove all their falſe 

Notions concerning the Nature of Things law- 
ful, indifferent, or expedient ? If the few Cere- 
monies the Church hath retained were changed 
or aboliſhed, how {hall any one be aſſured that 
ſuch an Alteration will make any Profelytes ? 
Have we not reaſon to fear on the other fide 
that ſuch a Change would give great Offence 
to the preſent Members of the Church, and 
that in the whole we ſhould rather be Lofers 
than Gainers by ſuch a Condeſcenſion? This 
is only bare Reaſoning, which I propoſe wirh 
as much Diffidence of the Truth of it, as you 
icem to ſhew in any of your Propoſals. 


B 3 5 You 


Lat] 
You proceed further to ſay, * what ſhould hin. 
der amongſt Proteſtants, but that the ſame Terms 


upon which a Man is made a Chriſtian, ſhould at the 
ſame time qualify him for being admitted to the Come 
munion of any Church? I don't fully underſtand 
the Meaning of this Queſtion, and muſt content 
my ſelf to anſwer it as far as I do underſtand it, 
I think that there can be no doubt but that the 
Confeſſion of a true Faith, which entitleth a 
Man to Baptiſm, and being made a Member 
of the Church, entitleth him likewiſe to be ad- 
mitted to the Communion of that or any other 
Church. But I am ſure that fo learned and 
judicious a Divine as you are will allow, that 
the very Form of Baptiſm delivered by our Sa- 
viour to his Diſciples, ſuppoſeth alſo the Authori- 
ty of the Church even to the World's End, and 
is comprehended in theſe Words, + Fearing them | 
to do all things whatſoever I have commanded you ; 

and lo, I am with you always, even unto the End o 
the World. I believe that you will allow, that 
neither the Profeſſion of a right Faith, nor the 
Practice of the moſt ſeyere and rigid Virtue, | 
can denominate any Man a good Chriſtian , | 
without the Exerciſe of true Charity , and a 
ready Compliance in all things lawtul, for the 
Harmony, Peace and Welfare of that Society 
or Church to which he belongs as a Member. 
And you are pleaſed to intimate thus much in 
your Sermon, * that the Nature of Human Socie- 


— — 


* Tage 25. + Matth. 28. 20. * Serms p. 23, 24. 
| EY, | 


[13 1 
ty, and of the Church or Chriſtian Society in parti- 
cular, leads to all this, namely, never to make any 
Diviſion, or to promote any Contention, without 
a very weighty Reaſon; but willingly and readily, for 
Order and Peace ſake, to ſubmit to the Rules and 


Cuſtoms of the Society of which we are Members, un- 


leſs we cannot do it without offending God and 
wronging our own Conſciences. Dh 
I have choſe to tranſcribe this part of the 
Paragraph, becauſe no Words can better ex- 
preſs the Duty of Obedience and Submiſſion of 
all Chriſtians in Things not expreſly determi- 
ned by the Word of God. And I would not 
be thought deſignedly to ſuppreſs that Expreſſi- 
on of nronging our own Conſciences, tho all Par- 
ties ſhelter themſelves under that Refuge. For 
I muſt take the Liberty to declare, that the 
Man who is acted by Conſcience, without re- 
ſpect to any known Law of God or Man, will 
be able to give but a very indifferent Account of 
his Actions + in that Day when Gol ſhall judge the 
Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to the 
Goſpel. Men in this World may deceive them- 
ſelves and others with Pretences to Ignorance, 
Sincerity, and good Intentions, but I can by no 
means comprehend the Force of any Dictates 
of Conſcience which are not grounded upon 
ſome known Law, nor how Mens Conſciences 
can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to prompt them to 
act, or not to act, but upon the Declaration and 
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Knowledge of ſome ſuch Law. And all Reas 
foning about Matters of Religion and Divine 
Revelation mult for ever ceaſe and be at an 
End, if Chriſtians erect a Court of Conſcience 
m their own Hearts, which cannut be govern- 
ed and determined by the revealed Will of 
God, or by the Deciſions of the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church, in Things properly ſub- 
ct to their Juriſdiction and Authority. 
Another Queſtion you are pleaſed to ask, 
* Why ſboald any truly Chriſtian Church exclude 
om its Communion any ſuch Perſons as we have 
reaſon to belizve our Lord will not exclude from 
his heavenly Ringdom, according to the Terms uf 
the Goſpel? To which Queſtion I think this 
ſhort Anſwer may be ſufficient : That any 
Church which excludes any Perſon from her 
Communion, whom ſhe hath reaſon to ſuppoſe 
our Saviour will not exclude from the Kingdom 
of Heaven, commits a great and a wilful Sin in 
ſo doing. 

You aſſert alſo, + that the Matters in diſpute 
among ft Proteſtants are generally aclnomledged to be 
Opinions not ſo clearly and conſpicnonſly determined 
im the holy Scriptures, as to be efſen:1al and fun- 
damental Points of Chriſtian Faith. 

This Paſſage is delivered with great Care 
and Caution, and the Expreſſions geverally a- 
knonl:aged, and dearly and con{picitouſly determ:- 
ned, guard it from many Inconveniences and 
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Exceptions chat might be raiſed agaialt it. 1 
could wiſh that you had conſidered this Paſſage 
more fully and maturely, before you had pub- 
liſhed it. For I cannot. but put you in mind 
that the Preab Fans * 11 vejeck 
piſcopacy, tho confeſſed by all learned Men 
be Abaltdlical Inſtitution; that the Ide 
ſeudlents deſtroy the very Eſſence and Being of 
any National Communion, and rejett that 
Article of the Creed of believing in the holy 
Cacholick Church; that thy Sci, deny the 
Divinity and. Prz+exiſtepee, of our Sawigur, and 
et are owned and recgrved to Communion as 
Chritians and, Frote[tants, by ſome other Chur- 
ches. I could inſtance likewiſe in Qualers, 
Auttnomians; and Anabaptiſts, who all aſſums 
the Name of Proteſtants, and are called ſuch 
by;the Laws, of this Kingdom, and yet diſſent 
from the Church in Opinions, clearly and con- 
ſpicuouſly determined in holy Scriptures, as eſ- 
ſential and fundamental Points of the Chrift& 
r i inn 1 
This Matter, which is the Subject of the 
greateſt Difference in Opinion between you 
and me, muſt be determined by your decla- 
ring to what. Sects or Denominations of Chri- 
Hans, you give the Title of Protefents; For 
my own part, I can think of no other - than 
thoſe L have above named. 1-03 © 

; And;here Lmuſt take the Liberty, to declare, 
that it is of, great Conſequ 


that ence to the Intereſt of 
Chriltianity, that the true Meaning and Notion 
of the Word Proteſtant ſhould be fully ſettled 


and 


— 
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and determined, whether it ' belongeth to all 
who proteſt againſt and deny the Uſurpations | 
of the See of Rowe, whatever other Errors the 
may hold and maintain; or whether of Right it 
only belongs to thoſe Chriſtians, who are either 
Members of the Church of Exgland, or of the 
Lutheran and reformed Churches abroad, whoſe 
Doctrines and Opinions we own to be the ſame 
in all Eſſential and Fundamental Points of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. I am very well aſſured, that you 
deſign to ſpeak and write in ſuch a Manner as to 
be underſtood, and not by an improper and con- 
fuſed Application of Words and Names, to 
make Evil paſs for Good, and Good for Evil. 

You cannot likewiſe but be ſenſible that the 
Word Popery is as much abuſed and perverted to | 
the Diſgrace and Prejudice of Chriſtianity, and 
even by a Biſhop of this Church applied to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Authority, Succeſſions, Unity, and Aſſem 
blies of pious and learned Men: and that he pro- 
feſſeth a Zeal to extinguiſh Popery amongſt all within 
Doors, who profeſs aud. imagine they have ſhut it 
_” - 

Neither can I think you are unacquainted 
with the pretty new Notion of Proteſtant Pope- 
79, which hath lately made ſuch a Noiſe in the 
World. I only mention theſe Abuſes and mif- 
application of theſe Words Proteſtant and Po- 
pery to ſhew, that there is an abſolute Neceſſity 
to give them a fixed and a fettled Meaning; and 
that Chriſtians may not be abufed and deceived 
by the confuſed Ufe of them, into Prejudices, 
Error, and Falſhood, 1 

| ou 
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all] You ſay further, * That upon the Principles of 
ns Þhe Reformation, thoſe Principles apon which all the 
ey [Proteſtant Churches have ſeparated from that of 
tit Rome, ſomething of this Kind (i. e. of an Union + 
ier ſamong Proteſtants) ſeems highly expedient, and very 
he Praclicable to be attempted. | 
I could have wiſhed that you had been plea- 
ed to explain and make the World ſenſible what 
heſe Principles of the Reformation were; tor I am 
ou pery well aſſured that no one is better able to 
to Explain theſe Principles than your ſelf : But the 
n- Penerality of Chriſtians are as much abuſed and 
to Jniſled by the Word Reformation, as by that of 

- Proteſtant or Papiſt. 25 
he If we may believe ſome Perſons, the main 
to Principle and Ground of the Reformation is, 
nd hat every Chriſtian according to his private 
gc- Penſe of the Meaning of Scripture, is to make 
put as well as he can a Chriſtian Religion for 
imfelf, independently on all Church Power and 
\uthority. I don't pretend, even in my Thoughts, 
o charge you with profeſſing or abetting any 
uch ſenſeleſs Principle or Reaſoning. 

But I will preſume to give my Senſe of the 
Principles of the Reformation, which it it be wrong, 
ſhall thank you, or any one elſe, who will ta- 
our the World with a better Account. 
Reformation, in the molt obvious and natural 
eaning of the Word, implieth the reſtoring 
hat was decayed and corruptcd, to its Primt- 
red Five Inſtitution and Deſign. When we ſpeak 
es, Therefore of the Reformation of the Church, 


— 
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according to the Propriety of Language, as well 
as the Nature of Things; we can underitand 
nothing elſe by the Word Reformation, than the 
reſtoring the decayed and corrupted State of 
Chriltianity, to its pure and primitive Inſtituti. 
on. And this Conſideration naturally leads us 
into the true Notion of the Principles of the Refor- 
mation, which are, and can be no other than 
the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Primitive 
Church, according to the Inſtitution and Ap- 
pointment of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, as it was explained and exemplitied by the 
Writings and the Hiltory of the Practice of the 
Primitive Church of the firſt and the pureſt 
Ages. IG | | 1 £9 

I preſurge that no Chriſtian of theſe Times 
can pretend to a greater Knowledge of the Pra- 
ctice and the Senſe of the Apoſtles, than what 
was deliver d to their immediate Succellors 
And we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe a greater 
Degree of Sincerity, Self-denial , and Integri- 
ty to prevail in a proſperous State of the Church 
than in the State which was afflited, perſecu 
ted, and diſtreſſed. Reformation therefore, if it 
proceeds upon a true Spirit of Chriſtianity, an 
if it ſignifies any thing more than a baſe Sound 
to carry on ſecular Ends and Intereſts, can be 
underſtood of nothing elſe than ro reſtore the 
decayed and corrupted State of the Chriltian 
Religion to its primitive Purity and Simplicity 

Tho? I am tully perſuaded that this 1s a tru 
Account of the Principles of Reformation, yet | 
ſhall draw no invidious Conſequences from it 
nor particularly compare the Practice and Exe 
Woes cutio 
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cution of all Parts of the Reformation, with the 
Rule which Chriſtians pretended to regulate the 
Reformation by, and ought to have followed. 

I am very ſenſible of the Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance of the Times of the Papal Ulurpation and 
Corruption, and that che Reformers themſelves 
did not all of them underſtand the true Nature 
and Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, and 
that ſome of them who did underitand thoſe 
Things, were obliged to unreaſonable Compli- 
ances with the ſecular Powers, to ſecure their 
Protection and Defence againſt the Power of the 
Court of Rome and its Adherents. The Church 
was obliged to purchaſe a Reformation at a 
great Expence, both of its Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral Intereſts. | 

And I perſwade my ſelf, that you and all o- 
thers who underſtand the true Intereſts and 
Claims of the Church, will allow, that it {till 
wants a further Reformation, and that it ought 
(when God's Providence ſhall permit) to ap- 
proach ſtill nearer to the Eſtabliſhment and 
Couſtitution of the Primitive Church. And this 
ſeems to me the only Method of throughly per- 
ſuing the ſolid and true Principle of Reformation. 

I can't theretore bur agree with you, that up- 
on thele Principles of Reformation, upon which all 
Proteſtant Churches either did, or ought to have 


{tianf} /2parered from that of Rome, an Union amongſt 
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Proteſtants is not only expedient, but a neceſſary 
and indiſpenſable Duty, and without doubt will 
be found to be very practicable, when the ſeveral 
ports of Proteſtants ſhall have laid aſide their 
priyate Intereſts, Partialities, and particular O- 
/ D 2 pinions 
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pinions and Sentiments, and reſign their Judg- 
ments to be directed and governed by the Laws 
and the Authority of the Catholick Church. 1 
am ſure you do not think I mean the Church of 
Rome by the Authority of the Catholick Church, 
but the concurrent Judgment and Practice of 
the Church of the Three firſt Centuries. And 
with what Reaſon any one that pretends to call 
himſelf a Chriſtian, and to be a Member of the 
Church of the Firſt- born now written in Hea- 
ven, can decline or refuſe to ſubmit to that Au- 
thority, is paſt my Underſtanding and Compre- 


henſion. 


Iwill ſuppoſe, but not grant, that Proteſtants 
do not difter in Eſſential and Fundamental Points | 
of the Chriſtian Faith, but you know and ſee 
how fond, partial, and ſtiff every one of them 


zs to the Way and Manner of his own particular 


Set and Company, that not any of them can be 
prevailed upon to yield and give up the moſt 
inconſiderable and minute Circumſtance or Opi- 
nion, tor the ſake of Order, Peace, and Unity. 
And I cannot think it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
Proteſtants as they are now divided and diſuni- 
ted upon the account of their ſeveral private Hu- 
mours and Fancies, will ever be prevailed upon 
to ſubmit to any one Party. For by this means 
{ome one Party amongſt them would conquer 
and ſubdue all the reſt; and who can hope that 
the Majority will ever ſubmit to the ſmaller 
Number ? 

It ſeems much niore reaſonable to be expect- 
ed, that all of them ſhould quit and lay afide 
thoſe Notions and Opinions of Diſcipline and 
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Church Government, which are wholly new, 
and but of Yeſterday, and unanimouſly ſubmit 


to the Dictates and Authority of the Catholick 


Church, and to that Form of Government 
which always and every where prevailed in the 
Churches of the Saints. All other Expedients 
towards Chriſtian Peace and Union ſeem to be 
impracticable, and liable to endleſs Difficulties 
and Objections; but an Accommodation of the 
Differences of Proteſtant Churches upon theſe 
Grounds and Principles, muſt naturally tend to 
the Union and Reformation of the wholeChurch. 
For the Church of Rome muſt then be aſha- 
med to ſee all Proteſtants united and agreed in 
what ſhe her ſelf muſt acknowledge to have 
been the true and Primitive Rule of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and not reform her ſelf according to the 
ame Standard and Principle. And indeed I 
cannot think that any Reformation whatſoever 
is juſt ifiable, or to be defended upon any other 
Ground or Principle. For we ſee plainly that 
Chriſtians may renounce ſome Errors, and pro- 
teſt againſt them, and yet afterwards fall into 
and embrace Errors of another Kind equally or 
more deſtructive and pernicious to Chriſtians ; 
ſo that with them the latter End is the ſame, 
if not worſe than the beginning. And I per- 
ſuade my ſelf, that where this hath happened, 
you will allow that ſuch a Change doth not 
deicrve the Name of Reformation. 
You ſay, * This would be a bleſſed State of the 
Church of Chriſt, when every honeſt upright Member 
of it, wherever he lived, would be found worſbipping 
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Almighty God and our Redeemer with one Heart and 
one Mouth. 

This certainly would be a bleſſed State of the 
Church, and is what all good Chriſtians deſire, 
and ought by all Means to endeavour to accom- 
pliſn. But it is with great Reaſon to be appre- 
hended, that this bleſſed and glorious End and 
Deſign is not practicable and to be attained, 
conſidering the preſent unaccountable Humours 
and Opinions of many who are called Prote- 
ſtants. 

Suppoſe that I could name to you a Proteſtant 
Charch, which is very conſiderable for its Figure, 
and the Number of Communicants, which re- 
jects all ſet Forms of Prayer as unlawtul in"the 
Worſhip of God ; and which hath excluded the 
reading of the Scriptures, the Lord's Prayer, and 
Gloria Patri out of its Service, and whoſe Mini- 
ſters conſtantly pray and preach againſt Epiſco- 
pacy. I would ask you upon tlus Suppolition, 
whether it be ſafe or adviſable for any Chriſtian, 
who ſhould travel, or be obliged to reſide in that 
Country, to join in Communion with that 


Church, tho? it doth profeſs all the Eſſantial and 


Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and be 
defiled with no other ſinful Mixture than what I 
have mentioned. 

You cannot bur be informed that many Preach- 
ers of Congregations called Proteſtants, teach, 
that there is no Condition for the Covenant of Grace, 
that Tuſtification is Revelation of Preaeſt ination to 
Glory, and uo Sin to be ſeen in Gods Elect, and that 
the Principle of Salvation is neither Faith nor good 
Works, but Chrift livins alid abiding in the Heart. 


And 
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And yet all theſe Perſons with many others ſhe 
ter themſclves under the common Name of Pro- 
teſtants, and charge their Separation and Diviſi- 
on. upon the Ceremonies and the Rigour of the 
eſtabliſhed Church. And the Learned Dr. Hz 
ley is fo kind to them all as to ſay, that 77 16 al 
ble they may be in the Right, and we in the H roug. 

It is eaſy to make Harangues upon Love, 
Union, Peace, and Charity, and to charge all 
Differences and Diviſions upon Rigor, Reſtraints, 
and Humane Impoſitions. But it is impoſſible 
that any Church or Society of Men whatloever, 
tho* the moſt wiſe, moderate, and charitable, 
can find a Method for uniting Men of ſuch dif- 
ferent and oppoſite Opinions, Who will be con- 
cluded by no Law but that of their own Fancies 
and Imaginations. What Forbearance. can be 
ſhewn in Errors deſtructive to the Foundation 
of Faith, and the Hope of Salvation? If ever 
the State of the Church be reduced to its primitive 
Standard, and rendred lice to that of the Apoſtolical 
Timzs, it muſt not be affected by Presbyterian, 
Eraſtian, or Independent Principles, but the 
true Primitive Apoſtolical Government muſt be 
reſtored, the Rules and Canons of the Primitive 
Church muſt be revived, and put in Force and 
Execution: For nothing but the fame Cauſes 
can produce the fame Effects: Nothing but the 
ſame Doctrine and Diſcipline which was deli- 
vered and left by the Apoſtles to the Primitive 
Church, can reſtore Harmony, Peace, and 
Concord between the ſeveral Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtors of the preſent Church, and unite the Pec- 
ple uader them committed to their _—_ 

An 


a — TT HE rr TL "RD 


— - wr a eo a EO. i A IS. - 
_— 


— — —. 


8 ——— 


* 2 — . * ” g - 2 = 
Ew ny „„ 1 44 45-2 abc 2 * A 
- - ea —_ _ Sb L m_ — — 


So ae.  ©- 4 


— 22 — — 
5 = JD 4 — 


* ww} ' , 
&# Cay — — —— — — - . oof - 4” XV 
, A : 1 2 TH _ 


. * . * 
S , M_MAGzcsEqT 
2 6 


— * — — 


9 12 27 , 
- = 


- n A = 
* 


ta) 


And when the Almigh ſhall move the Hearts 
of all the canes. 1 of Chriſtian Kingdoms to 
reſtore the Church'to its Efſential Rights, Pow- 
ers, and Privileges, and ſhall make them think it 
their Intereſt, as well as their Duty, to contri- 


bute to 4 pe Work ; there can be no Doubt, 

but that Aſſiſtance and his Bleſſing, they 

agg be able to ae, var] and effect this defired 
nion. 2 A 


I hope you are convinced by the reading 
of this Tipe, that there is nothing contained 
in it which is deſigned as a Perſonal Injury 
or Reflection, nor any other Intention in 
this 2 View of your Sermon, than to deſire 

ou on think fit ſo far to oblige the 
W 8 Ainet and particular Account of 


' Proteſtant and Reformation Principles, which, 


believe you are ſenſible, are generally miſtaken 
and miſunderſtood. If you ſhall plate to com- 
ply with my earneſt Deſire, to ſet his Matter in 
a — Light, I perſwade my felt, that whate- 
ver you in your great Judgment ſhall offer upon 
this Subject, will be acceptable to all Learned, 
Judicious, and Pious Chriſtians. 


k 3 
SIR, I en * + 1 
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Your moſt obedient, 


faithful, and humble Servant- 


nts 


